Difficult tracheal extubation.
We describe a case of nasotracheal tube fixation with a screw. A second case is described in which a broken drill bit was found to impinge on the wall but not penetrate into the lumen of a nasotracheal tube. Possible sequelae of this complication include airway leak, aspiration, tube obstruction, and trauma from attempts at forceful extubation. We recommend the routine intraoperative testing for tracheal tube movement and routine fibreoptic bronchoscopy through the tube when blind surgical procedures occur in the vicinity of a tracheal tube.